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Position 
 
2025-present​ Deputy Director & Cofounder, Institute for Countering Digital Extremism (ICDE) 
 
2023-present​ Research Director, Accelerationism Research Consortium (ARC) 
 
2020-present​ Invited Member of the Trusted Elections Expert Network, Election SOS and  

The American Press Institute 
 
2024-2025​ Mershon Center Fellow contributor to the Non-State Archive, The Ohio State  

University  
 
2023-2025​ Director of Research, Academic Development, and Innovation, CTEC 
 
2022-2023​ Senior Research Fellow, Center on Terrorism Extremism and Counterterrorism at  

    ​ Middlebury College (CTEC) 
 

2022-2023 ​ Advisory Board Member, (ARC)  
 

2016-2022​ Senior Lecturer in Sociology, Vanderbilt University 
 
2013-2016​ Lecturer in Sociology, Vanderbilt University 
 
2013-2018 ​ Laboratory Manager (part time), Dr. David Zald’s Affective Neuroscience 
                        Laboratory, Vanderbilt University  
​  
Education 
 
2013 ​ Ph.D. Sociology, University of Michigan 

●​ Dissertation: "Americanness, Masculinity, and Whiteness: How Michigan Militia Men 
Navigate Evolving Social Norms" 

●​ Committee: Genevieve Zubrzycki (chair), Alford Young, Kiyoteru Tsutsui, Matthew 
Countryman 

●​ Research supported by the National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 
Program 2007-2010 

 
2005​ ​ B.A. Sociology and Psychology (summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa),  

Vanderbilt University​ ​  
 

 
 

1 
 
 

mailto:amy@counteringextremism.org
http://amycooter.com
http://counteringextremism.org
https://www.accresearch.org/
https://mershoncenter.osu.edu/archive


Expert Services 
 
2026​ Report for U.S. v. Erik Madison 
 
2025​ Report for Dinges et al v. Wilde (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 

Michigan 2:2023cv12885) 
 
2022​ ​ Consultant for the U.S. House Select Committee on the January 6 Attack 
 
2021​ ​ Witness for the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Hearing on the  

Recruitment of Veterans by Domestic Violent Extremist Groups (10/13/21)  
 

Consultant for United States of America v. Adam Fox, Barry Croft, Ty  
Garbin, Kaleb Franks, Daniel Harris, and Brandon Caserta (Case Number 
1:20-mj-416) 

 
Content reviewer for a digital video project advertising and supplementing the 
documentary Ruby Ridge from PBS’s American Experience 

 
​ Consultant for the U.S. House Veterans' Affairs Committee regarding domestic 

extremism 
 
2018 ​ Expert Consultant for United States of America v. Curtis Wayne Allen, Patrick  

Eugene Stein & Gavin Wayne Wright (Case Number 16-M-6151-GEB) 
​  
Publications 
 
forthcoming​ “Visual Ideology: Decoding Militia Style.” Forthcoming 2026 in Eike Gaugele  

and Sarah Held (eds) NeoFashFarRight: Fashion and the Far Right. Bloomsbury 
​  
2026​ ​ “Beyond the Pathway: Applying a Cult Coercion Lens to Nihilistic Violent  

Extremism.” ICDE. 
 
​ ​ “Columbine, Anniversary Threats, & Nihilistic Violent Extremism.” With Matt  

Kriner. ICDE. 
 
2025​ ​ “Tech Interventions for Novel Nihilistic Violent Extremist Threats.” With  

Co-authors. Homeland Security Today.  
 
​ ​ “Correctly Assessing Left-Wing Terrorism and Political Violence in the United  

States.” With Michael Jensen. Just Security.  
 
​  ​ “Cultural Change and Conspiracism: How Conspiracy Theory Trends Reflect  
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Threat and Anxiety.” with Matt Taylor and Theodore J. Hansen. In Argentino, 
Marc-André and Amarasingam, Amarnath (eds) Contemporary Far-Right 
Culture: the Art, Music, and Everyday Practices of Violent Extremists. Routledge: 
Series on “Fascism and the Far-Right.”  
 
“America’s Militant Nostalgia: The Role of Accelerationism in the Contemporary 
Militia-Patriot Movement.” with Matt Kriner. In Argentino, Marc-André and 
Amarasingam, Amarnath (eds) Contemporary Far-Right Culture: the Art, Music, 
and Everyday Practices of Violent Extremists. Routledge: Series on “Fascism and 
the Far-Right.”  
 

​ “The Novel Threat of Nihilistic Violent Extremism Online.” With co-authors.  
Homeland Security Today.  

 
​ ​ “When the Means are the End: Evaluating Militant Accelerationism as a Social  

Movement.” Accelerationism Research Consortium.  
 
​ ​ “Echoes of April.” Accelerationism Research Consortium.  
 
​ ​ “Veteran Perspectives on Extremist Exploitation of the Military: Sources and   

Solutions.” CTEC.​  
 
​ ​ “Moms For Liberty: Cultural Facilitators of Exclusion and Extremism.” With  

co-investigators. CTEC.  
 
2024​ ​ “Returning Nuance to Nostalgic Group Studies: Understanding White Supremacy  

as a Hegemonic Force.” CTEC.  
 
​ ​ “White Christian Nationalism after the January 6 Insurrection: GiveSendGo's  

Online Pulpit.” With Phoebe Jones. CTEC.  
 
​ ​ “As Trump touts plans for immigrant roundup, militias are standing back, but  

standing by.” The Conversation.  
 
​ ​ Nostalgia, Nationalism, and the US Militia Movement. Routledge.  
 
​ ​ “Trucking in Fear: Rental Trucks as a Terror Tactic.” CTEC.  

 
“Militia extremists, kicked off Facebook again, are regaining comfort in public  
view.” The Conversation.  
 
“Veterans and Extremism: From Militias to January 6th and Real Patriots.” CTEC.  

 
2023​ ​ “Veterans and Extremism.” with Sam Jackson. CTEC.  
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​ ​ “Despite threats of violence, Trump’s federal indictment happened with little  
fanfare – but that doesn’t mean the far-right movement is fading, an extremism 
scholar explains.” The Conversation.  

 
2022​ ​ “The US Must Brace for More Political Violence From the Far Right.” With  

Matthew Kriner. Newsweek.  
 
​ ​ “Oath Keepers convictions shed light on the limits of free speech – and the threat  

posed by militias.” The Conversation.  
 
​ ​ "U.S. Domestic Militias' Intersections with Government and Authority: How a  

sociology of individualism informs their praxis." in Neubert, Dieter, Lauth, 
Hans-Joachim, and Mohamad-Klotzbach, Christoph (eds) Local self-governance 
and varieties of statehood: Tensions and cooperation. Springer VS. 

 
“Conviction of two Michigan kidnap plotters highlights danger of violent 
conspiracies to US democracy.” The Conversation.  
 
“Afterward.” in Hud, Daniel. Militiagan.  
 
“Inside America’s Militias.” Scientific American. January 2022  
issue: pp. 34-41.  

 
2021 ​ ​ “Biden Wants to Unite the Country. How Can He Do It?”  

Politico.   
 
“Armed groups from Capitol riot pose longer-term threat to Biden presidency.” 
The Conversation.  
 
“As an expert on US militias, I know about the psychology of pro-Trump rioters. 
Biden should too.” The Independent.  
 
“Militia Expert Warns Trump’s Capitol Insurrectionists Could Try Again.” 
Scientific American.  
 

2020​ ​ “Lessons from embedding with the Michigan militia – 5 questions answered  
about the group allegedly plotting to kidnap a governor.” The Conversation.  
 
“Militias’ warning of excessive federal power comes true – but where are they?” 
The Conversation.  

 
“Militias evaluate beliefs, action as president threatens soldiers in the streets.” The 
Conversation.  
 

2012​ ​ "Problems Predicting Extremist Violence." SEN Journal: Online Exclusives.  
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2011​ ​ “Fieldwork in the Era of Facebook.” A (Budding) Sociologist’s Commonplace  

Book.  
 

2010​ ​ “Sociologist: How to understand militias.” The Rachel Maddow Blog.  
 
2011​ ​ “Neo-Nazi Nationalism.” Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism 11(3): 363-385. 
 
2008​ ​ Lishner, David A.; Cooter, Amy B.; Zald, David H. “Addressing measurement  

limitations in affective rating scales: Development of an empirical valence scale.” 
Cognition & Emotion 22:180-192.  

 
Lishner, David A.; Cooter, Amy B.; Zald, David H. “Rapid Emotional Contagion  
and Expressive Congruence Under Strong Test Conditions.” Journal of Nonverbal 
Behavior 32:225-239. 
 

2007​ ​ Most, Steven B.; Smith, Stephen D.; Cooter, Amy B. “The naked truth: Positive,  
arousing distractors impair rapid target perception.” Cognition & Emotion 
21:964-981. 2006​  

 
“Neo-Nazi Normalization: The Skinhead Movement and Integration into 
Normative Structures.” Sociological Inquiry 76:145-165.  

●​ Winner, Alpha Kappa Delta (international sociology honor society) Undergraduate Paper 
Award Competition 

 
Selected Presentations 
 
Invited Presentations 
 
2026​ “Nihilistic Violent Extremism (NVE): What Schools Should Know.” School 

Partner Meeting, Nebraska Information Analysis Center. (via Zoom). 
 
​ “Introduction to NVE.” With Matt Kriner. Madison Police Training. (via Zoom). 
 
2025​ “Visual Ideology: Decoding Militia Style.” Fashion and the Far Right, American 

University. 
 
​ “Law Enforcement Responses after Jan 6th Pardons.” TVRN. (via Zoom). 
 
​ “Lessons Learned from the United Healthcare CEO Assassination & A Changing 

Threat Landscape.” With Matt Kriner. Undisclosed Corporate Client. (via Zoom). 
 
2024​ “Extremist Exploitation of US Military Members.” Western Canadian Symposium 

to Prevent IMV, Shift BC & Organization for the Prevention of Violence, 
Vancouver. 
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​ “Nostalgia and the US Militia Movement.” Politicised Nostalgias, University of 

Northampton, Northampton, England. (via Zoom). 
 
​ “Presenting the International Neo-Fascist Accelerationism Dashboard.” Public 

Safety Canada’s MegaWeek, Montreal, Quebec. 
 
​ “Towards a more connected approach to gathering, analyzing, and using data.” 

Panel, Public Safety Canada’s MegaWeek, Montreal, Quebec. 
 
​ “The US Militia Movement and the Dangers Militias Pose in 2024.” Capstone, 

Vigilante America Series, Carnegie Mellon University. 
 
​ “Sociology and Studying Extremism” Class visit, Columbia State Community 

College, Columbia, TN. (via Zoom). 
 
​ “Racism and US Domestic Militias.” Class visit, Race and Racism, NYU 

Steinhardt. (via Zoom). 
 

“What Can Communities Expect in 2024: Key Threat Actors and Themes.” 
Keynote, Prevents-OH. Dayton, OH. 

 
2023​ "US Militias: What to Expect in 2024." 2024 Year Ahead, Canadian Defense and 

Security Network. Ottawa. 
 

“Modern U.S. Militias: Where do we go from here?” Raising the Bar for 
Realtime. Washington, D.C. 

 
​ “White Supremacy and Global Accelerationism.” Middlebury College. 

Middlebury, Vermont. 
 
​ “Militia Narratives after Midterms.” CVE working group for the Reinhard 

Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence at the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. (via Zoom). 

 
2022  ​ “Modern US Militias: Where do we go from here?” Cas Mudde’s Far Right 

Politics in Western Democracies course at the University of Georgia. (via Zoom). 
 

“US Domestic Militias and REMVE: A Focus on Extremes.” U.S. Department of 
State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism working group on racially or ethnically 
motivated violent extremism. (via Zoom). 

 
2021​ “U.S. Domestic Militias: Their History and Ongoing Presence in Michigan.” 

Indivisible Huron Valley: Extremism in Michigan Workshop Series. Milford, MI 
(via Zoom). 
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“Guns in Crisis. The Edge of Democracy” (panel). The University of Arizona. 
Tucson, AZ (via Zoom). 

 
“US Domestic Militias’ Intersections with Government and Authority: How a 
“sociology of individualism” informs their praxis.” Conference on "Local 
self-regulation between democracy and hierarchy. Varieties of structure and 
values." Local Self-Governance in the context of Weak Statehood in Antiquity and 
the Modern Era (LoSAM). Wurburg, Germany (via Zoom). 

 
2020​ “Memorable Interpretations: Nostalgic Groups’ Collective Understanding of 

Socio-Political Moments.” Vanderbilt Boston Alumni Chapter. Boston, MA. 
 
2015 ​ MOSAIC invited faculty lecturer. "Becoming 'raced:' cases of racialization." 

Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 
 
2014​ Panelist for "Cultural Appropriation vs. Cultural Appreciation." Presented by the 

NAACP Vanderbilt Chapter. Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 
​  

Panelist for "Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority's Affirmative Action 
discussion." Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 

​ "Militia Men and the Specter of the South." Southern Sociological Society, 
Charlotte, NC.  

 
2013​ ​ Panelist for "On the Outside Looking in: Black and Latino Males on the  

Margins of Society." Presented by the NAACP Vanderbilt Chapter. Vanderbilt 
University. Nashville, TN. 

 
2012​ ​ "A Muslim in the Militia? How Militia Members Construct National Identity with  

Michigan's Arab Population," Earlham College, Richmond, IN. 
 
2011​ ​ “Methodological and Ethical Dilemmas in Researching Sensitive Populations.”  

Strategies for Conducting Qualitative and Ethnographic Research with Sensitive 
Populations, Ann Arbor, MI. 

 
2010​ “Symbolic Racism, Racial Codewords and Group Contact in 2009: A Case 

Example.” Association of Black Sociologists, Atlanta, GA. 
 

“Coded Response to the USA's First Black President: The Michigan Militia as a  
Case Study of Lower-Middle Class White Males.” British Association of 
American Studies, Norwich, UK. 
 

2008​ ​ Morenoff, Jeff, Harding, David & Cooter, Amy. “Research on Prisoner Re-entry.”  
Michigan Department of Corrections, Lansing, MI. 
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Professional Conferences 
 
2024​ “Building Qualitative and Quantitative Assessments of Accelerationist Activity.” 

Moderator and Panelist, Terrorism and Social Media Conference, Swansea, 
Wales, UK. 

 
​ “Conducting Field Research in High Risk Environments.” Panel, International 

Studies Association, San Francisco, CA. 
 
2022​ “Nostalgic Nationalism in the US Militia Movement” (Invited Session: National 

Identities, Perceptions of Threat, and Ideas of Security). American Sociological 
Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

 
2021​ “Guns in Crisis. The Edge of Democracy” (panel). The University of Arizona. 

Tucson, AZ (via Zoom). 
 

“US Domestic Militias’ Intersections with Government and Authority: How a 
‘sociology of individualism’ informs their praxis.” Conference on "Local 
self-regulation between democracy and hierarchy. Varieties of structure and 
values." Local Self-Governance in the context of Weak Statehood in Antiquity and 
the Modern Era (LoSAM). Wurburg, Germany (via Zoom). 
 

2014​ ​ "Racialized Threat: Muslim Americans and Nationalistic Exclusion." American  
Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

 
2013​ “‘Don‘t Tread on Me’: Defiance and Compliance as Supporting American 

Values.” Society for the Study of Social Problems, New York, NY. 
 

"Militia Masculinity: Protectors of Country, Family, and LGBT Populations?" 
American Men's Studies Association, Ann Arbor, MI. 

 
2012​ “Militia Masculinities: Traditional Expression and Experimentation.” American 

Sociological Association, Denver, CO. 
 

“Muslims in the Militia? How white, male Michigan Militia members construct 
community and national identity with Michigan’s Arab population.” Society for 
the Study of Social Problems, Denver, CO. 
 

2011​ “Social Scientists’ Online Presence and Impact on Research: Lessons from 
Fieldwork with the Michigan Militia.” American Sociological Association¸ Las 
Vegas, NV.  

 
2010​ “Media (Mis)Characterizations of Lower-Middle Class White Males and 

Perpetuation of Racial Animosity.” Society for the Study of Social Problems, 
Atlanta, GA. 
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2009​ “White Supremacist Response to 911: A Discourse Analysis.” American 
Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

 
“Lower-Middle Class White Males’ Response to the USA’s First Black President: 
A Study of the Michigan Militia.” Society for the Study of Social Problems 
Conference, San Francisco, CA. 
 
“Lower-Middle Class White Males’ Response to the USA’s First Black President:  
A Study of the Michigan Militia.” University of Michigan, Election 2008 
Conference, Ann Arbor, MI. 
 
 “White Supremacist response to 911: A Discourse Analysis.” University of  
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

 
2008​ ​ Morenoff, Jeff, Harding, David & Cooter, Amy. The Neighborhood Context of  

Prisoner Reentry. Population Association of America, Detroit, MI. 
 
2005​ ​  “Neo-Nazi Normalization.” American Sociological Association, Philadelphia,  
                          PA.  
 
Other Conferences and Working Groups Supported 
 
2025​ ​ Chair for “The Changing Nature of Online Radicalization.” (a joint  

VOX-Pol-ICDE webinar). 
 
​ ​ “The End of the Gun Debate as We Know It: Reimagining the Field before It Gets  

Rewritten,” BRIDGS Initiative for Gun Studies, Arizona State University. 
 
2024-present​ Canadian Network for Research on Security, Extremism and Society (CANSES) 
 
2023-present​ Targeted Violence Research Network 
 

CVE working group for the Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism and 
Intelligence at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. Zoom. 
 
Targeted Violence Prevention. START and We the Veterans and Military Families. 
Zoom. 

 
2023​ ​ Project CODE Symposium on Political Violence in the United States. ADL.  

Washington, D.C. 
 

​ Building the Field: Practitioners in Political Violence Prevention. More in  
Common, Over Zero, Common Ground USA, and Trusted Elections Fund. 
Atlanta, GA. 
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Public Scholarship 
 
2026​ “Here is how online instigators try to con kids into acts of violence - and how you 

can protect your child.” By Phil Williams. News Channel 5. 
 
​ “School killer was likely egged on by online extremist 'handlers,' investigators 

say.” By Phil Williams. News Channel 5. 
 
​ “Are Democrats growing more accepting of political violence?” By Lou 

Jacobson. Politifact. 
 
​ “The Era of Normie Extremism is Here.” By Ali Breland. The Atlantic. 
 
​ “Online extremists, sextortion and child exploitation: Protecting children in the 

digital age.” By Rachel Seale. The Alabama Baptist. 
 
​ “Annunciation shooting showed online violent radicalization at work, expert 

says.” By Gina Christian. OSV News. 
 
​ “764: The Online Terror Network Grooming Kids on Gaming Platforms.” 

Arizona’s Family Investigates. AZFamily.  
 
​ “Salisbury University postpones talk by ‘godfather of the alt-right’ over security 

concerns.” By Ellie Wolfe. Baltimore Banner.  
 

“Owosso Mass Shooting Thwarted: ‘It scared us all.’” By Todd Heywood. WLNS.  
 

“Owosso Mass Shooting Thwarted: Inside the journals.” By Todd Heywood and 
Jorma Duran. WLNS.  
 
“Owosso Mass Shooting Thwarted: Motivated by nihilism, not hate.” By Todd 
Heywood and Jorma Duran. WLNS.  
 
“764: Terror Targeting Teens.” By Nicole Crites, Cody Lillich and Shane Egan. 
AZFamily.  

 
2025​ “Amid claims that left-wing terrorism is rising, what do the data say?” By Odette 

Youseff. NPR.  
 
​ “Far-right militias mobilise across US, ready for Trump’s call to arms.” By 

Charlotte McDonald-Gibson. The Observer.  
 
 ​ “Proud Boy Enrique Tarrio: MAGA Has Figured Out How to ‘Play Dirty.’” By 

Ali Breland. The Atlantic.  
 

10 
 
 

https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/here-is-how-online-instigators-try-to-con-kids-into-acts-of-violence-and-how-you-can-protect-your-child
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/confronting-hate/school-killer-was-likely-egged-on-by-online-extremist-handlers-investigators-say
https://www.politifact.com/article/2026/may/04/political-violence-democrats-polling/
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https://www.azfamily.com/page/764-how-online-extremist-content-is-reaching-arizona-teens/
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/22/nx-s1-5565134/amid-claims-that-left-wing-terrorism-is-rising-what-do-the-data-say
https://observer.co.uk/news/international/article/far-right-militias-mobilise-across-us-ready-for-trumps-call-to-arms
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/2025/09/proud-boys-enrique-tarrio-charlie-kirk/684247/


​ “'There is no message': The search for ideological motives in the Minneapolis 
shooting.” By Odette Youseff. NPR.  

 
​ “CDC gunman might have been driven by mistrust of vaccines in deadly attack.” 

By Taylor Croft and Shaddi Abusaid. The Atlanta Journal Constitution.  
 
​ “Where Have the Proud Boys Gone?” By Ali Breland. The Atlantic.  
 

“America’s Political Violence Crisis: Democracy Under Fire. With Amanda 
Walker. Inside America.  

 
​ “Lawsuit targets neo-Nazi group accused of assault, hate crimes in Nashville.” By 

Katelyn Quisenberry. WKRN.  
 
​ “The Private Citizens Who Want to Help Trump Deport Migrants.” By Jessica 

Pishko. The New Yorker.  
 
​ “Inside the US Military’s ‘Dehumanization’ Crisis Under Trump.” By Tyler 

Hicks. Inkstick Media.  
 
​ “Fertility clinic bombing spotlights ‘nihilistic’ violent extremism wave.” By 

Jonathan Edwards. Washington Post.  
 
​ “Oklahoma City bombing 30 years later: Is searing memory starting to fade?” By 

Marc Ramirez. USA Today.  
 
​ “Vigilan milicias de EU su frontera.” By Santiago Aguileta. Reforma.  
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“Shirkey changes story about militia leaders meeting, state police deny 
involvement.” By Todd Heywood. Michigan Advance.  

 
“Security increased around Michigan’s Capitol ahead of “armed protests.’” By 
Cody Butler. WILX TV.  
 
“New: Michigan GOP Senate leader advised militias on messaging, says they’ve 
gotten ‘a bad rap.’” By Todd Heywood. Michigan Advance.  

 
“Militia group bows out, right-wing extremist groups gear up for Sunday in 
Lansing.” By Todd Heywood. Michigan Advance.  
 
“Coded for violence: How militias, white nationalist groups operate in 
mid-Michigan.” By Benjamin Jodway. Central Michigan Life.  

 
“Capitol riots: Are US militia groups becoming more active?” By Jake Horton 
and Christopher Giles. BBC.  
 
“'A Real Nightmare.' State Capitols Are Racing to Catch Up to the Far-Right 
Threat.” By Vera Bergengruen. Time.  
 
“Mix of extremists who stormed Capitol isn’t retreating.” By Rebecca Boone, 
Gillian Flaccus, and Michael Kunzelman. Associated Press.  

 
“Security to take center stage at Biden inauguration after Capitol riot.” By Trevor 
Hunnicutt. Reuters.  

 
“U.S. Capitol siege emboldens motley crew of extremists.” By Ted Hesson, Ned 
Parker, Kristina Cooke, and Julia Harte. Reuters.  

 
“Attaque du Capitole: un movement en gestation depuis des annees.” By Roman 
Bornstein. Jean-Jaures Foundation.  

 
2020 ​ “News Brief: Pandemic Relief, Nashville Bombing, Ga. Senate Runoffs.” NPR.  
 

“Militia Leader Known As The 'Bundy Ranch Sniper' Seeks A New Title: State 
Senator.” By Hannah Allam. NPR.  

 
“Alleged Whitmer conspirator was present at two Lansing protests.” Lansing City 
Pulse.  

 
“All states prohibit 'militia extremists' and paramilitary activities. So why aren't 
they stopped?” By Kristine Phillips. USA Today.  
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“I-Team: Extreme members of militias in Michigan drive violence.” By Michael 
Krafcik. WWMT. 

 
“‘Father’ of Michigan Militia denounces ‘rogue’ plot.” By Ken Kolker. WoodTV.  

 
“Looking at the ideologies of the Whitmer kidnapping plot suspects.” By Ciara 
O’Rourke. Politifact.  

 
“Michigan Terror Plot.” By Toshiyuki Sumi. Mainichi Newspapers (Japan). 

 
“Right-Wing Extremism.” By Betsy Kaplan. WNPR.  

 
“In Michigan Plot to Kidnap Governor, Informants Were Key.” By Zusha Elinson, 
Erin Ailworth and Rachael Levy. Wall Street Journal.  

 
“Alleged Whitmer plotters had interactions, ties to other militias.” Lansing City 
Pulse.  
 
“Fear Of Voter Intimidation Is Its Own Voter Intimidation.” By Maggie Koerth. 
FiveThirtyEight.  

 
“Banished From Facebook, Far-Right Militias Prepare for the Election on Zello 
and MeWe.” By Sarah Emerson. OneZero.  

 
“World Affairs with Ray Suarez.” Radio Interview. KQED.   

 
“The Attitude with Arnie Arnesen.” Radio Interview. WNHN.  

 
“Regardless of outcome, experts say the risk of extremist violence likely to extend 
beyond election.” By Ben Thorp. WCMU Radio.  
 
“Membro da milícia negra NFAC se ajoelha durante manifestação em Lafayette, 
Louisiana (EUA), 3 de outubro de 2020'Olho por olho, dente por dente': conheça 
a NFAC, milícia negra que está sacudindo os EUA.” By Ana Livia Esteves. 
Sputnik Brazil.  

 
“Michigan Militias.” By Will Glover. One Detroit.  

 
“Right-Wing Extremism.” Connecticut Public Radio, Colin McEnroe Show.  
 
“Militia experts worry more violence could happen following foiled kidnap plot.” 
By Nicole Buchmann. WILX 10.  

 
“The Combustible Mix of White Rage, Racial Injustice and the Election.” By 
Russ McNamara. WDET.  
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“Far Right Groups Loom As A Threat On Election Day. And Beyond.” By Heath 
Druzin. Guns and America.  
 
Elections presidentielle americaines: les milices d’extreme droite en embuscade.” 
By Roman Bornstein. Jean-Jaures Foundation.  
 
“Accused Michigan terrorists found natural home among anti-Whitmer sentiment 
promoted by far right.” By Emily Lawler and Malachi Barrett. MLive.  
 
“Why Michigan Is Considered ‘Fertile’ Ground for Anti-Government 
Extremists.” By Neil MacFarquhar and Kathleen Gray. NY Times.  
 
“Expert: State has a long history with militia groups.” By Andrew Feather. 
SBGTV.  
 
“Élections américaines : dans le Michigan, le poids des milices d’extrême-droite 
inquiète.” By Theo Maneval. Europe1.  
 
“Michigan Domestic Terror Plot Sends Shockwaves Through Militia World.” By 
Hannah Allam. NPR.  
 
“The plot against Gretchen Whitmer.” By Adam Roberts. The Economist.   
 
“Etats-Unis: les suprémacistes blancs prévoyaient d’enlever une gouverneure 
démocrate.” By Kessava Packiry. La Liberté (Switzerland).  
 
“How Right Wing Militias Pose A Challenge To America And Its Leaders.” By 
Seth Cohen. Forbes.  
 
“Sheriff spoke in defense of accused domestic terrorists.” By Sara Sidner. CNN.  
 
‘A Perfect Storm.’ The Michigan Plot Lays Bare the Dangers of Ignoring the 
Far-Right Threat. By W.J. Hennigan and Vera Bergengruen. Time.  
 
“Professor says Michigan has long militia history, but Wolverine Watchmen are 
an outlier.” By Selina Guevara. WSBT.  

 
​ MSNBC with Pete Williams. TV spot. October 9, 2020. 
 

“Afternoons” with Rob Breakenridge.” 770 CHQR Calgary. Radio Interview.  
 

“Sociology professor explains Boogaloo movement.” By Trevor Sochocki and 
Brianna Owczarzak. WNEM.  
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“Expert: State has a long history with militia groups.” By Joey LaFurgey. Wood 
TV.  
 
“Accused Michigan terrorists found natural home among anti-Whitmer Sentiment 
promoted by far right” MLive.  
 
Inside Edition with Les Trent. TV spot. October 9, 2020. 

 
“Gretchen Whitmer Blames Trump's Rhetoric for the Plot To Kidnap Her, but 
There's No Evidence It Played a Role.” By Robby Soave. Reason.  
 
“Wolverine Watchmen, Militia Implicated in Michigan Kidnapping Plot, Prepared 
for ‘Civil War.’” By Zachary Stieber. Epoch Times.  

 
“In-Depth: Experts give reasons for Ohio militia growth in 2020.” By Joe 
Pagonakis. News 5 Cleveland.  

 
“Whitmer conspiracy allegations tied to 'boogaloo' movement.” By Ben Collins, 
Brandy Zadrozny, Tom Winter & Corky Siemaszky.” NBC News.  

 
“Wolverine Watchmen, extremist group implicated in Michigan kidnapping plot, 
trained for ‘civil war.’” By Hannah Knowles. Washington Post.  

 
​ “Expert: Michigan 'a hotbed for militia activity,' with growing potential for 

violence.” By Frank Witsil. Detroit Free Press.  
 
​ “Paramilitary movement: Welcome to the militia.” By Lisa Brody. Downtown 

Publications.  
 

“Gavin McInnes: the shock-Jock behind Proud Boys.” By David Leask. The 
Times UK.  

 
“Rechtse paramilitaire groepen mengen zich in de Amerikaanse politiek, en ze 
zijn klaar om in te grijpen.” By Seije Slager. Trouw.  

 
“Who are the Proud Boys? Far-right group has concerned experts for years.” By 
Joel Shannon. USA Today.  

 
“Militias, far-right groups recast selves as mainstream at Lansing gun rally.” By 
Jonathan Oosting. Michigan Bridge.​  

 
​ “Law enforcement is no place for private militias.” By Michael Paul Williams. 

Richmond Times-Dispatch.  
 

“WANG: Stop overtrusting the news.” By Debbie Wang. Vanderbilt Hustler.  
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“How Trump And COVID-19 Have Reshaped The Modern Militia Movement.” 
By Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux and Maggie Koerth. FiveThirtyEight.  

 
“'The law had failed': Meet the militia groups taking to the streets against Black 
Lives Matter.” By David Millward. The Telegraph.  

 
“Was the Kenosha Shooting Suspect Part of a Militia?” By Sabra Ayers. Spectrum 
News.  

 
“Vigilante? Militia? Confusion And Politics Shape How Shooting Suspect Is 
Labeled.” By Hannah Allam. NPR.  

 
“The Bizarre Story of a Far-Right Activist Taking COVID Trutherism to 
Mexico.” By Mark Hay. The Daily Beast.  

 
​ “Armed Counterprotesters Have Opposed Anti-Racism Rallies In At Least 33 

States.” By Heath Druzin. Guns & America.  
 

“Trump ‘November Landslide’ is the Latest Alternate Fact.” By Manny Otiko. 
Democracy Guardian.  
 
“AG’s office concerned about militia groups.” By Jacqueline Francis. Wood TV.  
 
“The ‘very fine people’ at Charlottesville: Who were they?” By Glenn Kessler. 
Washington Post.  

 
2019​ “Militias, Patriots, and Border Vigilantes in the Age of Trump.“ By Jesse Walker. 

Reason.  
 

“Charlottesville demonstration prompts review of state militia statutes.” By Brian 
Albrecht. Cleavland.com.  
 
“The rise of modern militias.” By Brian Albrecht. Cleavland.com.  

 
“Militia threats just paralyzed Oregon’s legislature. The movement’s roots in 
Michigan run deep.” By Derek Robertson. Michigan Advance.  

 
2018​ “Muslims, Immigrants on US Militias' New Enemies List.” By Masood Farivar. 

Voice of America.  
 

“Masculinities & Militias in the United States.” Mikel Rodriguez.  
 
2017​ "Arkansas Bust Is Latest Example of Right-Wing Extremists Arrested for 

Violating Gun Laws." By Alex Yablon. The Trace.  
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“Don't assume the militias at the Charlottesville rally were white supremacists. 
This is what they believe now.” By Sam Jackson. Washington Post.  
 
“Trump Réhabilite Les Racistes.” By Léa Hassoun. Politis.  

 
“Militias a ‘chilling’ presence at rallies but few signs of violence, so far.” By 
Chris Iorfida. CBC News.  

 
“Right-Wing Militias Are Now Actively Supporting Some State and Local 
Pro-Trump Politicians.” By Alex Yablon. The Trace.  

 
2016​ "A look at militia groups in Michigan." Michigan Public Radio.  

 
“Bundy acquittal, Trump loss may inspire future militia action: Vanderbilt 
expert.” By Liz Entman. Vanderbilt News.  

 
2015​ "So what are “constitutionalists” and why would a deputy worry about them?" By 

Daniel Walters. Inlander. 
 
"'Lady' team nicknames can be harmful, experts say." By Matt Slovin. 
Tennessean.   
 

2014 ​ "Cliven Bundy's 'Range War'." Radio West.  
 
2013​ "Militias." National Geographic's Crazy Land.  
 
2012​ "Militias." Hidden in America.  
 

"Sikh temple shooter's ex arrested. What role do women play in racist groups?" 
By Mark Guarino. Christian Science Monitor.  

 
2010 ​  “Researcher: What Militias Want.” CNN Newsroom.  
 

“Deadline Now.” With Jack Lessenberry. WGTE.  
 
 “Hutaree Not an Ordinary Militia.” Chicago Public Radio.  

​  
“The Hutaree.: Live radio interview. The Dave Ross Show 

 
“Hutaree man: Apocalypse? Fresh socks!” By Laura Conaway. The Rachel 
Maddow Blog.  
 

2009​ “The Resurgence of the American Militia.” HDNet World Report #731.  
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Honors & Awards 
 
2026​ Network Plus for Analytical Behavioural Science in Security and Defence 

(NABS+) Grant, “The Digital Ecology of Harm: A Network and Behavioral 
Analysis of Online Com Activity” ($60,000GBP), Centre for Research and 
Evidence on Security Threats 

 
2024​ Middlebury College’s nominee for the Andrew Carnegie Fellows Program 
 
​ Mershon Center Non-state Archive at the Ohio State University  
​  
​ Provost’s Academic Council (PAC) Diversifying National Security Expertise 

Grant, with Katharine Petrich  
 

Invited member of the Women Leaders Association 
 
2023​ Katherine Wasserman Davis Conflict Transformation Grant recipient for “Moms 

for Liberty: Normalizing Extremism.”  
 
2021​ Nominated for the Harriet S. Gilliam Award for Excellence in Teaching 
 

Vanderbilt Innovative Teaching Award: Giving Special Attention to Student 
Inclusivity, Engagement, and Wellbeing 

 
​ Nominated for the Madison Sarratt Price / Ellen Gregg Ingalls awards for 

teaching 
 
2019​ Nominated for the Harriet S. Gilliam Award for Excellence in Teaching 
 
2018​ Recognized as influential mentor on campus during Buchanan Fellows exhibit, 

“From Listeners to Leaders: A History of Women at Vanderbilt” 
 
2013​ ​ Rackham One-term Dissertation Fellowship 
 
2012-2013​ Sociology Department Small Grants  
 
2012​ ​ Department of Sociology, Exceptional Graduate Student Instructor​Award 
 
2010-2012     ​ Rackham Travel Grants  
 
2007-2010​ National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship  
 
2006 ​ ​ LSA Regents/Departmental Fellowship 
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2005​ ​ Winner of Alpha Kappa Delta (International Sociology Honor Society)  
Undergraduate Student Paper Competition​  

​ ​  
Vanderbilt Sociology Outstanding Undergraduate Award  

 
​ ​ Graduated Summa Cum Laude, Vanderbilt University  
 
​ ​ Phi Beta Kappa (Academic Honor Society)  
 
Teaching Experience  
 
Instructor of Record at Middlebury Institute of International Studies 
 
2024-2025​ NPTG 8603 The Radical Right (remote) 
 
Other CTEC & MIIS Service 
 
2024-2025​ JEDI Council Member (mission statement and DEI coursework committees)  
 
​ ​ Practicum advisor for graduate student Phoebe Jones 
 
2023-2025​ Developing and implementing methods and other instructional sessions for CTEC  

student research assistants (graduate and undergraduate) 
Selecting and mentoring CTEC Donnelly Fellows, selected from 
underrepresented student populations at MIIS 
 
Creating programming for and overseeing various student interns, including 
J-term interns 
 
Soliciting, mentoring, and editing CTEC Research Notes and other public facing 
pieces 
 

2023​ ​ Designing and overseeing programming, including prevention and resilience  
programming for high school partners in conjunction with YorkTown Family 
Services and Sidwell Schools 

 
Instructor of Record at Vanderbilt University 
​  
2018-2022​ Sociology 3002 Introduction to Research Methods 
​ ​ (including remote session) 
 
2018-2022​ Sociology 3604 American Social Movements 
​ ​ (including remote session) 
​ ​  
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2017-2022​ Sociology 3001 Sociological Perspectives 
 
2017​ ​ Sociology 1020 Contemporary Social Issues 
 
2016 ​ ​ Sociology 3703 Social Psychology of Prejudice 
 
2015 ​ ​ Sociology 3201 Cultural Consumption and Audiences 
 
2013-2022​ Sociology 255/3702 Race and Ethnic Minorities in the U.S. 
 
2013-2022​ Sociology 101/1010 Introduction to Sociology  

(including Maymester and remote sessions) 
​ ​  
2013-present​ Sociology 256/3704 Race, Gender, and Sport  

(including Maymester and remote sessions) 
 

Other Vanderbilt Teaching Service 
 
​ Advising and supervision of Sociology Honors Students  

●​ 2021-2022​ Fares Ali 
​ Chanteria Milner 

●​ 2019-2020 ​ Anarius Cathey 
●​ 2017-2018 ​ Alex Wolfe (highest honors) 

Mary Claire Dachille 
 

Advising and supervision of Immersion Students (by expected graduation year) 
●​ 2023​ ​ Anna Gomez 

Katelyn Gonzales 
●​ 2022​ ​ Cole Connor 

Chanteria Milner 
 

Advising and supervision of Independent Study Students 
●​ Spring 2022​ Fares Ali 

Scott Burns 
●​ Spring 2018​ Sydney Silberman 
●​ Fall 2018​ Rhett Wiseman 
●​ Fall 2017​ Andrew Haygood  

Rhett Wiseman 
●​ Fall 2016​ Caleb Hausman 
●​ Fall 2013​ Kent Hallman 

 
College Honors Enrichment​  

●​ Spring 2018​ Kathryn Hanson  
●​ Spring 2016 ​ Asad Pabani 
●​ Fall 2015 ​ Jason Gabriel 

Amanda Jurewicz​ 
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2021​ Panelist for “Being First-Generation, Low-Income In Research.” Presented by 
Scientific Immersion and Mentorship. Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 

 
2020​ Vanderbilt College Scholars Coffee Hour Invited Speaker 
 

McGill Project Hour Invited Speaker 
 
2019-2022​ FirstVU Mentor  
 
2018​ Faculty sponsor for Mirah Alix’s 2nd place winning project at the South Eastern 

Undergraduate Sociology Symposium, a project started in my Sport class​
​
Panelist for "Let’s Chat: Cultural Appropriation." Presented by Hidden Dores. 
Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 

 
2016​ ​ Next Steps Faculty Sponsor 
 
2015-2016​ Mayfield Project "Behind the Lens" faculty advisor  
 
2015​ ​ Faculty VUceptor for incoming freshmen 
 

MOSAIC Weekend invited faculty lecturer 
 

2014​ ​ Posse Plus Retreat invited faculty guest 
 
​ Panelist for "Cultural Appropriation vs. Cultural Appreciation." Presented by the 

NAACP Vanderbilt Chapter. Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 
​  

Panelist for "Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority's Affirmative Action 
discussion." Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. 

​  
2013​ ​ Panelist for "On the Outside Looking in: Black and Latino Males on the  

Margins of Society." Presented by the NAACP Vanderbilt Chapter. Vanderbilt 
University. Nashville, TN. 
 

Graduate Student Instructor at the University of Michigan 
 
2011​ Sociology 102 Power Politics and Religion 
 
​ ​ Sociology 368 Criminology​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
2010​ ​ Sociology 102 Social Inequality​ ​ ​ ​  
 
2007​ ​ Sociology 101 Principles of Sociology  
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Other Michigan Teaching Experience 
 
2013​ ​ Training and supervision of graduate student teaching assistants 

 
Guest Lecturer, Sociology 101 Introduction, Clemson University 

 
2012​ ​ Department of Sociology, Exceptional Graduate Student Instructor​Award 
 
2012​ ​ University of Michigan Graduate Teacher Certificate  
 
​ ​ Guest Lecturer, Sociology 190 American Dreams, American Nightmares: A  

Sociology of U.S. Conservatism, University of California Berkeley  
 
2011​ ​ Guest Lecturer, Sociology 368 Criminology, University of Michigan  
 
2007-2011​ Training and supervision of undergraduate RAs 

●​ 10 students through the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program working on the 
Michigan Prisoner Reentry Initiative 

●​ 6 students working through the Sociology Undergraduate Research Program working on 
my research 

 
2010-2012​ Mentorship of 2 sociology Honors Students as a graduate student 
 
2008-2013 ​ Yearly mentorship of graduate students applying for NSF GRFP and other grants 
 
Other Research Experience 
 
2013-2018​ Laboratory Manager, Dr. David Zald’s Affective Neuroscience Laboratory at 

Vanderbilt University  
●​ Managed data and IRB materials for numerous studies, implemented data security and 

redundancy measures lab-wide, managed lab materials and ordering, assisted with data 
collection and analysis on the Tennessee Twin Study  

 
2007-2009​ Research Assistant, “Michigan Prisoner Reentry Initiative” with Jeff Morenoff 

and David Harding at the University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research 
 
2006-2007​ Research Assistant, “State of Social-Psychology” with Jim House ​ ​  
 
2006-2007​ Research Assistant, “Prison Project” with David Harding​ ​ ​  
 
2004-2006​ Research Assistant, Dr. David Zald’s Affective Neuroscience Laboratory at 

Vanderbilt University  
●​ Conducted and managed data for numerous psychology experiments (attentional blink, 

scale development, and MRI amygdala studies), managed lab materials and ordering, 
supervised undergraduate RAs, and helped write NIH grant applications 
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Other Service 
 
2025​ Book manuscript reviewer Springer 
 

Reviewer for American Apocalypse: The Six Far-Right Groups Waging War on 
Democracy by Rena Steinzor. 

 
2024-present​ Book manuscript reviewer for Broad Leaf Books 
 
2024​ Book manuscript reviewer for Johns Hopkins 
 
2023​ Peer reviewer for the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism (ICCT) 
 
2023-present​ Book manuscript reviewer for De Gruyter  
 
2022​ Consulting with the Department of Veterans Affairs (Veterans Experience 

Program) about avoiding extremist recruitment upon reentry 
 

Reviewer for the Research and Evaluation on Domestic Terrorism Prevention 
program at the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs’ National 
Institute of Justice 

 
Consulting with and contributing written testimony to the January 6th Select 
Committee 

 
Book review of Bracing for the Apocalypse: An Ethnographic Study of New 
York's ‘Prepper’ Subculture by Anna Maria Bounds. Contemporary Sociology. 
2022.  Volume 51, Issue 2. 

 
2021-present​ Book manuscript reviewer for Taylor & Francis 
 
2021​ ​ Reviewer for the Research and Evaluation on Domestic Terrorism Prevention  

program at the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs’ National 
Institute of Justice 

 
2020​ Review and Tie-Breaking Committees for VUSRP  
 
2019​ Book manuscript reviewer for Columbia University Press 
 
2019-2021​ Review Committee Nichols Humanitarian Fund  
 

Review Committee GEO Summer Scholarship Program 
 
2018-2022​ College of Arts & Science Immersion Coordinator 
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2018​ “Vietnam and the Rise of White Power.” Book Review of Bring the War Home by 

Kathleen Belew. Reason.  
 
​ Book proposal reviewer for Columbia University Press for Oath Keepers by Sam 

Jackson 
 
2016-2018​ Vanderbilt Faculty Forward Organizing Committee  
 
2007-present ​ Occasional Reviewer  

●​ Journal of Right Wing Studies, American Journal of Sociology, Gender & Society, 
Mobilization, Sociological Forum, Social Problems, Social Currents, Irish Journal of 
Sociology, Antisemitism Studies 
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